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Question

I read that we are supposed to love the Arabs as a race and believe they are superior to others.
My understanding is based on what the fugaha’ stated that a non-Qurashi man is not a match for
a Qurash1 woman, nor can a person of non-Arab descent be a match for a woman of Arab

descent.

For example, the sayyids cannot match a person not sharing their lineage, no matter his
profession and family status. These families (i.e., the sayyids) are suitable matches for one
another since they share descent from the tribe of Qurayshi. Thus, marriages between them are

correct and permitted without any condition as is stated in Durr al-Mukhtar:

“....and marriage compatibility in lineage. Thus, the Quraysh are compatible with each other,

’

and the other Arabs are compatible for one another.’

The ruling relevant to non-Arabs is as follows: “A non-Arab is not a match for a woman of Arab

’

descent, even if he is a religious scholar or the ruler.’

This troubles me as I struggle to understand why a universal religion favors one group of people
over others. I am starting to feel Islam is a religion for Arabs. We must learn Arabic, take Arab

names, and dress like Arabs too.
Answer:
Wa‘alaykum al-Salam wa Rahmat Allah wa Barakatuh.

In the name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.

1

given herein is based on the interpretation of Islamic Law and is not intended to be an interpretation of any other laws (local, national or international).

The ruling
The rulin,
This ruling may not be used for any other purpose without prior written consent of Darul Qasim

n herein is specifically based on the question posed and the information provided.

DARULQASIM.ORG

iN THE QUEST FOR MORE KNOWLEDGE



DARUL@f@ASim

IFTA DEPARTMENT
550 REGENCY DR. | GLENDALE HEIGHTS, IL 60139 | (630) 635-5761

Fatwa ID#: DI01174 Page(s): 4

Category: ‘Aqa’id/Beliefs Date: 12/8/22 — 6/13/1444

Islam is explicit in its universality for all races and nations. Virtue is based on iman, tagwa, and
‘amal salih - which only Allah knows. Allah says: “The most honored amongst you in the court
of Allah is the most Allah conscious.”” The Messenger of Allah # said: “...There is no virtue for
an Arab over a non-Arab, nor for a non-Arab over an Arab, nor white person over a black person,
nor for a black person over a white person except in tagwa... ' Bilal (a non-Arab) was appointed
as the mu ‘adhdhin of Rasulullah #. This was one of the most prestigious positions at the time. The
Messenger of Allah # said: “Whoever’s actions slow him down [i.e., in the race toward higher
ranks in Jannah], his lineage will not accelerate him. ' The Messenger of Allah # said: “Allah
does not look at your physical shapes and amounts of wealth; rather, He looks at your hearts and
deeds.”"
The motivation for the socio-legal issue of kuf” (compatibility) discussed in books of figh is to
achieve the Qur’anic objective of marriage: sukiin, which is tranquility in a marriage. A
successful marriage - with sukiin being the cornerstone - requires that the spouses are compatible
and suitable for one another by looking at societal norms and perception. For example,
unfulfilled financial expectations often put a strain on, and even break, marriages. Hence, the
fugaha’ consider kuf” in affluence. Similarly, social standing - which comes with ethics and
etiquette - plays a vital role in a successful marriage between spouses and their families.
Historically, Muslims societies - out of reverence and love for Rasulullah # and the Khulafa’
Rashidiin - held Sayyids and the families of the Khulafa” in high esteem. The impetus is to
protect the marriage from issues due to apparent factors which could have been initially avoided.
In any case, the nikah will be valid even if it is outside of the kuf” - as per the original position of

the Hanafi madhhab.¥

Learning anything beyond a basic amount of Arabic to perform one's saldh is not obligatory.

There is obviously much emphasis on being able to recite the entire Qur’an in Arabic as that is
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for one's own spiritual benefit. Islam and Arabic spread far and wide in the early generations to
non-Arab lands. Arabic became - and continues to be - a means of uniting the ummabh.
The guiding principle for keeping names is that a name should have a good meaning and should
be common among Muslims - so that one may easily be identified as a Muslim. A non-Arabic
name may be kept if it has a good meaning and is common amongst Muslims.
The guidelines for dressing are as follows:

(1) The clothing must not be tight and/or revealing.

(2) The clothing should not resemble dress unique to wicked people and non-Muslims.

(3) The clothing should not be ostentatious.

(4) Men must not wear silk.

(5) Clothing that is specific to one sex should not be worn by the other.

(6) There should not be extravagance in the price of clothing.

(7) One should not wear clothing that would cause him to appear poor.

(8) The clothing should be neat and tidy. White is preferred for men."

And Allah knows best.

Hisham Dawood

Darul Ifta, Darul Qasim
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