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Question:

As-salamu ‘alaykum,

Would it be permissible (without sin or dislike) to call an exterminator to exterminate squirrels
that live on our family’s property outside of our house? These squirrels have been digging many
holes in and around our front door leaving piles of dirt on our door step and damaging our
property like our roof.

Answer:
In the name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful

Wa'alaykum al-Salam wa Rahmat Allah wa Barakatuh
The Qur’an states:
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“There is not a creature on the earth nor a bird that flies with its two wings except that they are
umam [communities] like you [Strat al-An‘am (6):38].”
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“[O Prophet #!] Have you not seen that to Allah prostrates all that are in the skies and all that are

on the Earth, and the Sun, the Moon, the stars, the mountains, the trees, the animals, and many of
the people? And many [others are deserving of] punishment [Sarat al-Hajj (22):18].”
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The seven skies, the Earth, and all who [dwell] within them glorify His praise; there is not a

[single] thing [that exists] except that it glorifies His praise, though you comprehend not their
glorification — indeed, He is most-forbearing, most-forgiving [Sturat al-Isra’ (17):44].”

The ruling given herein is based on the interpretation of Islamic Law and is not intended to be an interpretation of any other laws (local, national or international).
The ruling given hevein is specifically based on the question posed and the information provided.
This ruling may not be used for any ather purpose without prior written consent of Darul Qasim.
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The creation are umam that are engaged in tasbih [glorification] and sujiid [prostration].
Therefore, they must not be harmed. However, in cases of need, such as harm, it is permissible,
and sometimes necessary, to repel their harm.

Thus, because of property-damage, it will be permissible to exterminate squirrels if they cause
harm. However, the method of extermination must incorporate iisan (excellence) in that it incurs
the most swift and the least painful death. The Prophet # said: “Indeed, Allah has prescribed
ihsan upon everything; so, when you kill, kill in the best way...”"

! Sirat al-Naml (27):18: , ) ) ] ’
Oaps Vs ahitg bl Rt ¥RSCaR 1T a1 8 Al 28 oy ofe 1511
Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-BukharT narrates in the Sahih, Kitab Bad' al-Khalg, Bab Khams min al-Dawabb Fawdsiq
Yugtaln fi-I-Haram:
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Abt Dawid Sulayman b. al-Ash‘ath al-SijistanT narrates in the Sunan, Kitab al-Adab, Bab Qatl al-Dharr:
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Imam Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-QushayrT narrates in t Sahih, Bab al-Amr bi Thsan al-Dhibh wa-I-Qatl wa Tahdid al-
Shafrah:
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Abii al-Layth al-Samarqandi, Fatawa al-Nawazil (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah), 298:
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He states in the al-Fatawa min Agawil al-Mashayikh fi-I-Ahkam al-Shar ‘iyyah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah),
700:
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He also states in ‘Uyain al-Masa'’il (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah), 219:
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Zahr al-Din ‘Abd al-Rashid b. AbT Hanifah al-Walwaliji, al-Fatawa al-Walwalijiyyah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyyah), 2:348:
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Siraj al-Din al-Ushi, al-Fatawa al-Sirajiyyah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah), 326:
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Qadi Khan, Fatawa Qadi Khan (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah), 3:314:
) i V5l il gt Y Sy 2 o (BN 1) 31 U Ml el 9 S e NS T e R T i 55 Y68 58
O o sy S5 o el ol ) 5 b 8IS G s ol ) 3 el G 4 Bk ol 3 ol 0 e ST e ot LN LTl 3 s
o Yl Al 5 Ly oS0l 2 ST,y i Y sl iy Yy o ¥ e ) 54 s o s Gl 3 Y ST L S ieles il ) S g2l
B Sl ) U g 530 e 0 ol ) et 3l e Y, W o ¥y 4 Y B Bl e ol U ) 31y B
s
Burhan al-Din a-Din al-Marghaynani, Mukhtarat al-Nawazil (Istanbul: Maktbat al-Irshad), 409:
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Mahmiid b. Ahmad Ibn Mazah, al-Muhit al-Burhant (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah), 5:381
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See those animals whose killing does not result in dam (fiscal penalty for ihram crimes):

1. Tahir b. ‘Abd al-Rashid al-Bukhari, Khulasat al-Fatawa (Quetta: Maktabah-e Rashidiyyah), 1:280:
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Allah knows best
Shaheer Pathan
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Mufti Hisham Dawood

Darul Ifta’, Darul Qasim

ad el Yo aedm e (31 Jo ol 4 1) L chaml o) 45 130 Mmool ol Vg ki V) oty ) i e ol Lol iy iU, gl
2. Abu Ya‘qub Yasuf'b. ‘Alf al-Jurjant, Khizanat al-Akmal (Bierut; Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah), 1:343-4:
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3. Yasufb. ‘Umar al-Kadurt, Jami‘ al-Mudmarat wa-I-Mushkilat i Sharh Mukhtasar al-Imam al-Qudirt
(Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah), 583:
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Also see:
Mawlana Ashraf ‘AlT Thanvi, /mdad al-Fatawa (Karachi: Maktaba-e Dar al-‘Ulim Karachi), 4:261-5.
Muftt Rashid Ahmad Ludhyanvi, Ahsan al-Fatawa (Karachi: H.M. Sa‘id Company), 8:185-6.
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