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Question:
Salaams!

I"ve read different things about the (in)permissability of tattoos in Islam under the umbrella of

body modifications and altering what Allah (SWT) has given you. I was wondering 1) what are
the rulings on tattoos in Islam and why 2) how are piercings different from tattoos and why are
they permissible when compared to tattoos if they do alter the creation of Allah in a permanent

way.

thank you!

salwa

Answer:

Wa ‘alaykum al-Salam wa rahmat Allah wa barakatuh.

In the name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.

Allah ta ala has created the desire of adornment within the nature of the woman. The ayat.
**...she who is raised in jewelry... [Zukhruf:18]” and “let them not strike [the earth] with their

feet such that what they conceal, of their adornment, become known... [Ntr:18]” both address
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this. As with every permissible matter, the Sharia has laid down guidelines and boundaries for

adornment.

Tattoo-making. as the Messenger of Allah # has informed us, draws the wrath of Allah. whether
it is deemed a method of beautification or not.! Tattooing also falls under the general prohibition
of altering the creation of Allah as it involves continuous piercing of the skin (damaging the

epidermis) and inserting ink into the dermis, trapping it there permanently and, in all practicality,

changing one’s natural look (Nisa’:119).

As for earrings, they were commonly worn by women at the time of The Messenger of Allah 4
and he # did not prohibit them from wearing them, signaling a tacit approval from his # side. He
# even accepted earrings that were given in zakar as recorded by Imam al-BukarT in his Sahih.
The size of normal ear piercings is insignificant, impermanent, and does not change the
appearance of the ear. Some scholars have allowed nose piercing as it is analogous to ear

piercing.

! Muhammad b. Isma‘1l al-Bukhari, “Kitab al-Libas, Bab al-Mutafallijat li-I-Husn,” in Sahih al-Bukhari, ed. by a
group of scholars (Egypt: Sultaniyyah, 1311), 7:164:
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In short, the prohibition of tattooing is from the Messenger of Allah #, and the allowance of ear
piercings is also from the Messenger of Allah #. His Sunnah has demonstrated the parameters of

‘alteration” and ‘adornment’.2
Allah knows best

Mufti Hisham Dawood

Darul Ifta’, Darul Qasim

2 Ibid., “Kitab al-Libas, Bab al-Qurt li--Nisa’,” 7:158:
V58 Jea § 0 0l oy oo by e ) Jo 1 ;‘\((:r—af\l\‘;wa;&J\\};.\.x:.a_;.a:":J‘Gé&éﬁ‘:du@‘uﬁ»:d\fn\}é&?\ﬁ»
s 25310 Sl il s (I3l anny oLl 51 lne
Muhammad Amin Ibn *Abidin, Hashiyat Ibn ‘Abidin, 2™ ed. (Egypt: Sharikat Maktabat wa Matba‘at Mustafa al-
Babt wa-1-Halabi wa Awladi-h, 1386/1966), 6:420:
S e Sl 31y G Y e e ey oS e B silly QSIS Y6 coldll R e gy bl e o3 (2 ol e S 4 L ool
Bl lpalls el 3T o Yz el (g0 5 005
Mulla *Alf al-Qari, Fath Bab al-‘Inayah, ed. Muhammad and Haytham Nazar Tamim, (Beirut: Sharikat Dar al-
Arqam b. AbT al-Arqam), 3:32: ) )
OBANS jlad 4y 50 43 5 pmall 03 s Gl Y
Mawlana ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Laknawi, Naf* wa-I-Mufit wa-1-Sa’il bi Jam* Mutafarriqat al-Masa'il in Majmi‘at
Rasa’il al-Imam al-Laknawd, 1* ed. ed. Na‘Tm Ashraf Nar Ahmad (Karachi: Idarat al-Qur’an, 1419), 4:196.

MuftT Rida" al-Haqq, Fatawa Dar al-*Uliim Zakariyya, ed Muhammad Ilyas b. Afdal Shaykh (Karachi: Zamzam
Publishers, 2017), 7:270-271 and 7:277-278.

Muftt Mahmtd Hasan Gangoht, Fatawa Mahmidiyyah, supervised by Mawlana Salim Allah Khan (Karachi: Dar al-
Ifta’ Jami‘ah Fartqiyyah), 19:370.

Mawlana Yasuf Ludhyanvi, Ap ke Masa'il aur un ka Hall, (Maktabah Ludhyanvr), 8:345.

Muftt Salman ManstrPart, Kitab al-Nawazil, ed. Mufti Muhammad Ibrahim (Karachi: Dar al-Isha‘at, 2016),
15:482-484.
3

The ruling given herein is based on the interpretation of Islamic Law and is not intended to be an interpretation of any other laws (local, national or international)
The ruling given herein s specifically based on the question posed and the information provided
This ruling may not be used for any other purpose without prior written consent of Darul Qasim,

DARULQASIM.ORG

[N THE QUEST FOR RORE KNOWLEDGE



