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Follow-up to Question DI01039 — Waza'if

May you explain the following Hadith?

"The Prophet (¥) said: No spell (ruqya) is to be used except for the evil eye or a scorpion

sting." (Abu Dawud 3884)
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Grade: Sahih (Al-Albani)

Does this not mean that ruqya cannot be used for things such as exams, as many scholars use
them?

The hadith you quoted from Said Al-Khudri (Sahih al-Bukhari 5736) states that it could have
also been a scorpion sting.

Please advise me: I wish to be guided, if Allah wills.
Jazakallah khair.
Answer

The report transmitted in the Sunan of Abtu Dawiid contains the negating particle “1a”.
The “1a” has many functions, but it’s meaning here — clear from the syntactical state of nasb - is
categorical negation. “Categorical negation” — as is the case with all linguistic tools — can either
be literal or figurative. The standard understanding is to default to the literal meaning except
where there is evidence to the contrary. This is intuitive and applies to all forms of language.

In language, there are two primary divisions: language of the creator and the language of
the creation.! Both contain the literal and figurative meanings and expressions. However, the
figurative meanings are understood after, firstly, determining the impossibility of the literal
meanings, then, secondly, making sense of the figurative meaning by both observing a
connection between the literal and the figurative meaning and by maintaining evidence of the
other usage within the context of the speech speaker. For the former catgory of speech — the

! Because creation is subject to change, linguistic literalities may shift. Of course, the new meanings created by
convention will not detract from their original meanings.
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speech of the Creator — we need to see evidence of the other usage within the context of wahy
(revelation).

We find both conditions in regard to our specific case.
Impossibility of intending the literal meaning:

1. There are other riwayat that include other items.
2. There is evidence of using ruqya in context of other items

Once we have determined the impossibility of the literal meaning, we see that we must
pinpoint the figurative meaning. One of the figurative meanings of the “1a” of categorical
negation is the meaning of “negation of precedence or completion”. Not only is this standard
usage justified by conventional usage (for the purpose of emphasis) we see the same meaning
within the context of revelation. For example, the Prophet # stated: there is no 7man for the one
who has no trust. Other ayat, ahadith, and consensus all show that the “1a” here does not indicate
literal, categorical negation. Then, we conclude that, here, it must mean: there is no complete
faith for the one... The same is the case with rugya — “No rugya is more worthy...”

Then, this discussion is only established if we say that rugya and wazifah are synonymous.
This is not necessarily the case, as ruqya is specifically for the purpose of cure. We had provided
the example of ruqya in order to show that there is room for the extraction of certain adhkar not
mentioned, explicitly, in the nusis (statements of revelation).

Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani states, as Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah quotes and concurs:

It is permissible, for the one afflicted [musab] and other [types of persons], that some
[portion] of the Book of Allah and His remembrance be written with permissible ink,
washed, and [consumed] as Ahmad and others have explicitly mentioned. ‘Abd Allah b.
Ahmad stated: I read to my father ... from Ibn ‘Abbas: he said: If delivery [of child] is
difficult for a woman then [the following] should be written:
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My father said: Aswad b. ‘Amir narrated to us with through his chain in its meaning and
he said: it should be written in a clean vessel and given as drink. My father said: and
Waki’ made addition to it: she will be given drink and it will be sprinkled [over] that
which is below her navel. ‘Abd Allah states: I saw my father writing for a woman in
[some] vessel [jam] or [some] clean thing.

...'AlT b. al-Hasan b. Shaqiq narrated to us: ‘Abd Allah b. al-Mubarak narrated to us from
Ibn Abi Layla, from al-Hakam, from Sa‘id b. Jubayr, from Ibn ‘Abbas: he said: If her
delivery is difficult for a woman, then [the following] should be wirtten:
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‘Al stated: it is [to be] written on a sheet [of paper] and tied [around] the woman’s
upperarm. ‘AlT stated: we [empirically] verified it and have not seen anything more
astonishing than it. Then, when she has delivered, she [should] hurriedly untie it, then she
either will place it in a [wrapping cloth] or incinerate it.

In conclusion, waza if are a very beneficial blessing. There are specific du'a’s mentioned
for schooling and studying. As is the case with all du‘@’s, one must make sure that he diligently
works towards his goal — one must do his part.

And Allah knows best.

Hisham Dawood

Darul Ifta, Darul Qasim

3

tares (Local. national or international)

I for any o s pose withon! prior written consent of Darad Qasim.

DARULQASIM.ORG

i THE QUEST FOR MORE RNOWLEDGE



DARUL?@ASim

IFTA DEPARTMENT
550 REGENCY DR. | GLENDALE HEIGHTS, IL 60139 | (630) 635-5761

Fatwa ID#: DI01039 Page(s): 5

Category: Miscellaneous Date: 6/20/22 - 11/20/43

References

Ahmad b. Hanbal, “Musnad al-Makkiyyin, Hadith Sahl b. Hunayf,” Musnad Ahmad, ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arna’it and

others (Mu’assasat al-Risalah), 25:352.

Takds S e JBs o S R :Je ‘p.:.i.s- o Olete L 1 JB oo o e Aol ) s Wi 1B (Olis g cdamue o g WS

ign " U s e 1 s Q01 J gy ) SI05 ath o g o 3ud it il e d oy Uy e £ s it ot o s £ 20
EERUPE FERPER~ PPN e EUIIE VPR PP TRPE S (& SR N f 2 SR TP R PTRWPIFLIC PR RSO

Abii Bakr Ibn Ab1 Shaybah, “Kitab al-Tibb, Man Rakhkhas fi Ruqyat al-Namlah, ” Musannaf Ibn Abt Shaybah, 1%
ed. ed. Kamal Yusuf al-Hiit (Madinah Munawwarah: Maktabat al- Ulim wa-I-Hikam and others, 1409/1989), 5:43.
oo 1 e a5 8 s ke 1 Lo g O 1t o o Ol 1 S o 08 A o s 0 el W 18 S0 i L

ALl 2350 1 J Sy Lo s ek i 1 iele ol Juslod ins oo 54l JB L0 8dn3, Rz

Abil al-Sa‘adat Ibn al-Athir, al-Nihayah fi Ghartb al-Hadith wa-I-Athar, ed. Tahir Ahmad al-ZawT and Mahmud
Muhammad al-Tanaht (?) (Beirut: al-Maktabat al-'Ilmiyyah, 1399/1979), 5:120.
bl B A kel el By Al 1 OO0 SYV]ES, Yo o
Abii al-Hasan al-Sind1, Fath al-Wadiid fi Sharh Sunan Abi Dawiid, 1** ed. ed. Muhammad ZakT al-Khlt (?)
[Madinah Munawwarah and Damnahur: Maktabat Adwa’ al-Nahar and Maktabah Layyinah (?), 1431/2010], 4:24-
25.
"0in” Lgud it ¢ g3sl5 gl CNLe on ki gokad) L8 2 W |3 € iy ent o dll e oty Ay i) iy bl Ky (1) "ol gy
o Aol 23 e ol ol IS LS 310 il 005 30 o0 1 18l 031y T8 35 (ol o 305 08 ot 055Ky 05 ety "Wl 23 a4
ke o — oy e ] gl e Ll i g3 gl o o Y b s g S5 ¢ oSy iy niis ool il 3
— e e o s WLty B 3 (35 SIS Ll e i skt ool aom T L 3 sy ez Wl 23, s SIS 4l e
L a6 ¢l e 1 U6 Blde Ly 01 o0 4 BalH 3 3 B oS ,xsh_,-pi»u,.ﬂ,\ﬂ $ B ale coadinh 5 O 13 35 axml 8 S0,
LS Lt Lo el 423 0s (s Vi 1 I JUS Lmi> uu:j‘,.k_,l.wm\su.{m Oy G 17 1 il i 35 lSTp ke
Abii al-Sa‘adat Ibn al-Athir, Jami ‘ al-Usil, 1 ed. ed. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Arna’at (Maktabat al-HalwanT and others,
1391/1971), 7:555.
LS ol Canl 835 com ity 5T 83, Y olime Ul clod b on wilonaal oy 5 il o 8 aiY ¢ 21001 n Lo b S35 St Vet gl aapass
S 53 Y G Yy o e Y Y s el B LS
Abii Sulayman Hamd b. Muhammad al-Khattabt, 4 lam al-Hadith, 1% ed. ed. Muhammad b. Sa‘d b. ‘Abd al-
Rahman Al Sa‘iid (Makkah: Markaz al-Bubhiith al-‘[lmiyyah wa Ihya’ al-Turath -IslamT in Umm al-Qura University,
1409/1988) 3:2115.

ol i3 oon ATy 313, Y oline ham 5f a0 Vi) Y 1l B

Mulla ‘AlT al-Qari, Mirqat al-Mafatth Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih, 1*' ed. (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1422/2002), 4:1701.
el el g e a3l iy AL SR 3 sl oy ey by tethalis amagdt 5 ¢ bl el o5 (pgnsS o1 SMELS o Tzl S

e

:M\;;?v;\,iuﬁgjh‘,l.-i«q.;__.“:J\i:eﬂzjutas_d\‘;;;ql»;.ﬂatfj;‘f._.h.‘\:,ia.,k;\j.\g; n;,.aJ-\d.t‘,.‘..!:‘.x__..J'\vw(giL‘fuﬁ:

4

e an inderpretation of any other laws (local. national or inlernational ).

DARULQASIM.ORG

i\ THE QUEST fOR MORE RNOWLEDGE



J)ARUL’?Q(\si 0

IFTADEPARTMENT
550 REGENCY DR. | GLENDALE HEIGHTS, IL 60139 | (630) 635-5761

Fatwa ID#: DI01039

Page(s): 5

Category: Miscellaneous

Date: 6/20/22 — 11/20/43

Taqt al-Din Ibn Taymiyyah, Majmii at al-Fatawa, ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. Qasim (Madinah
Munawwarah: Majma‘ al-Malik Fahad i Tibaat al-Mushaf al-Sharif, 1416/ 1995), 19:64. Reference courtesy of
Mufti Rida’ - please see full farwa: Mufii Rida’ al-Haqq, Fatawa Dar al- Uliim Zakariyya, 4™ ed. ed. Muftt ‘Abd al-
BarT and Muhammad Ilyas Shaykh (Karachi: ZamZam Publishers, 2015), 1:415-427.

I.A.a_vf;.;_a“u\.t.,_:.JUe,__é}.Lgi\‘,U‘;‘A.pu_:_'yfo\;5_‘.3:_;,_@_;:\.,1\Alﬂha;ﬁjaiigtfy@f)\:‘ajré;,)LA“U\,,:..{J_C)?J'},&,}
a3 31A e e 13] 106 ols ol e eﬁ_?;g_.u,..a;.;sv_iin;;\;g‘;@w;.am@uew;qﬁw\fiv,ua,s

2 00} (ol 512 Vgt i 0 ST callall oy e il a8 Ol S0 i Y )Y oy s s
i el 3 S 1 U slans el ol sy Lt 2 1S {0l o2 V) By 18 30 s o Bl W) Lty o0 Opke s L 0y
M;J;__yMJ,_;y_iJG}.J._.E.};g&j(b_-?)i?rﬂ?;ig;h;qf):&\MJ\SQJ,«J}:LA:@;F}@S}QAU;:\;?JGJL..,}
;&ﬁb\:.ﬁ.af&ﬂ;\.,l‘;.g«iﬂ..k.'.‘—L‘J‘.‘:.,E.fa;_];—m:'-\;.geiﬁwé:\._v),.f‘;.gwi;.gﬁil‘«t.,&‘;ﬁ»iér.d\;)l?ﬁ—n;.g;»;'-\m:L‘;J}‘JL&«:—;_!
e 1Y) )Y el 0] )Y i oy £ S s B4 e s 15106 s o e oo it o 1 40 6 6 el il )
Ik 3 09405 e O3 g0 oS H{Uabows 1 2t Wy 15tk o e ST o) oy 8y il ) o sy & Ol 12,0
B 4t comel Lo 5 ol sl Byt e JU 314 e e e 3157 3 S : e U {0l 300 V) s 14 130 )l e 6L )

4,.4_,;,”;/.A,.;).J;\J,\s_w;_,v,spy\i?.:pslﬁa,i,m,;\;‘»u._;v:m_,,u;;...;;

1o be an interpretation of any other lawos (local. national or inteynatione!
/.

i

The vul the interpretation of Isdamic Law and is not intend.

The rul, m the question fosed and the information

Tis vuling mey nol b alher frurpose withont prior written consent of Daru

DARULQASIM.ORG

[N THE QUEST FOR RORE RNOWLEDGE



