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Question:

Asalaamu Alaikoom,
May I ask what the stipulation(s) on paying zakaah on an agricultural crop such as honey is/are?

Throughout the entire year, we harvest around 5000 to 6000 pounds. It is over the months of
June through November that we are consistently harvesting. It is then stored and bottled as

needed for distribution. The exact amount is difficult to calculate but can be roughly estimated.

We also harvest things such as .bee pollen, bees wax, etc. The Beeswax is an item that can be
sold but not necessarily consumed. We harvest around 40 lbs of bee pollen and 100 pounds of

beeswax each year. I'm not sure if these would require zakaah being paid on as well.

In the past, when my zakaah was to be tallied, I would take the value of the current stock I had
and add it to the other savings/investments I had. However, I came across something that seemed

to indicate that zakaah is to be paid on crops as they are harvested.

Also, may I ask how I should calculate zakaah on honey that has been stored for longer than a

year?

JazakmAllahu khairun

Answer:

In the name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.
Wa'alaykum Salam wa rahmat Allah wa barakatu-h.

The method you have been following up to this point is correct. At the end of the zakat year, simply
add the honey to your zakatable amount based upon the market value. To be safe, overestimate the

honey amount. If you intend to sell bee pollen and beeswax, you must add them to your zakat also.
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‘Ushr is a form of tax that relates to a specific legal category of land. It is given for agriculture and
is fixed at 10% and 5% depending upon the method of irrigation. Because ushr relates to the land

in question know that there is no ‘ushr in non-Muslim lands.!

And Allah knows best.

Hisham Dawood

Darul Ifta, Darul Qasim
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Mawlana Anwar Shah Kashmiri, ‘al-Arf al-Shadi, ed. Mahmud Shakir (Beirut: Dar thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi,
1425/2004), 2:110.
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Mufti ‘Aziz al-Rahman, Fatawa Dar al-'Ulim Deoband, 1st ed. (Karachi: Dar al-Isha‘at, 1986), 6:162-163.
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