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Question:

As-Salaamu-Alaikum

I had a relative who delivered a preemie couple months ago. The baby was in the NICU. The
mother had some complication due to eclampsia and was being monitored for seizures. They
wanted to baby to receive mom's milk but the mother was not capable of nursing due to her
complications for the first couple days. The doctor suggested the baby given 'donor milk' via a
NG Tube. Donor milk is milk that is usually pooled milk from different mothers. We were able
to avoid using the donor milk by using formula for one or two feedings before the mother could
nurse. But [ wanted to know:

1. We know that milk nursed makes the child a milk-child of the mother, does the same
ruling apply if a baby is given milk via a NG Tube or a G-Tube/PEG Tube? NG Tube
goes through the nasal while G Tube/PEG Tube goes into the stomach. Was
wondering if the ruling of the fast not breaking during an IV or injection will be
applied in this situation if the milk is not going through the normal passageway,
especially if given via Gtube/PEG Tube.

2. How will the figh be applied if a baby is given donor milk. Milk is pooled from many
mothers and given to many babies. How can we be sure two people aren't siblings?

Answer:

In the name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful

Al-Salam ‘alaykum wa Rahmat Allah wa Barakatu-h.

1. Breast milk administered via an NG tube or a G-tube to a child of 24 months or younger
will establish a milk-kinship (rada ‘ah) between the child and the woman whose milk was
given -as it is a means of nourishment for the child. The analogy provided in the question
is not accurate: the fast breaks if an item of consequence enters either the throat or
reaches the stomach/intestines regardless of method. Injections or IVs do not break the
fast because the medicine does not enter the stomach or intestines. Rather, it enters
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directly into the bloodstream. If a feeding tube were to be inserted into the stomach, the
fast would break as well. !

2. In this scenario, milk kinship will be established between the infant and all the donor
mothers whose milk was pooled together - according to the dominant position within the
Hanafi school. In this case, such a child will now be considered the foster child of each
and every one of the aforementioned women and, subsequently, can no longer marry any
biological or foster child of said women.

‘Ugbah b. al-Harith said: I [happened to] marry a woman and, then, [another]
woman came and said: I have breastfed both of you. Then, I came to the Prophet
4 [and] he % said: How [can you do so] when it has been said? Leave her” or the
like. i

At the time of marriage, an individual who was nursed from a milk bank would, sensibly,
need to investigate the potential candidate’s identity so that he does not, inadvertently,
end up committing the repugnant deed of marrying his own foster-sibling.

Due to the above, the jurists mention that women should not breastfeed infants other than
their own except for a genuine reason. And if a woman does breastfeed an infant other
than her own child, the relevant people (such as members of both families) should be
informed.iit Therefore, it becomes clear that the very idea of pooling donor milk in mass
amounts and then feeding children through them is severely problematic. Lastly, the
community must realize that there are serious fight repercussions to the choices that are
made. It would be in our best religious interest to first “ask” and then “do.”

And Allah knows best.
VIl AL e R
1% \/V\./'é ‘9\
Shaykh Amin Kholwadia Mufti Hisham Dawood

Darul Ifta, Darul Qasim Darul Ifta, Darul Qasim
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i 1bn *Abidin, Hashiyat Ibn ‘Abidin, 2" ed. (Cairo: Sharikat Maktabat wa Matba‘at Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi wa
Awladi-h, 1386/1966), 3:209.
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Ibn Nujaym, al-Bahr al-Ra zq, 2 ed. (Dar al- Kltab al- Islaml) 3:246.
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