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Question:

Assalamu alaikum respected Shuyookh

To What Extent Must One Investigate Whether Someone Is Entitled to Receive Zakat (i.e. in
what detail do we ask them about each type of saving/debt they may have, how much do we
have to make sure that they understand the correct figh of calculating the nisab amount, do we
take their word for it, or ask for proof, etc)?

Also, if later on I find out that that person was in fact not eligible (let’s say because the
recipient made a mistake in the figh of nisab), would we have to pay that amount again? What
if that amount was in the thousands every year, adding up to a huge amount?

Jazakum Allah Khair!

Answer:

In the name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful
Wa'alaykum al-Salam ‘alaykum wa Rahmat Allah wa Barakatu-h.

1. When determining a zakat recipient’s eligibility, one may suffice with apparent
markers of need. For example, if an individual has many dependents, a low-income job,
and inexpensive commodities, they may be eligible for receiving zakat.

2. If one gave zakah to an individual due to apparent signs of need but then later
discovers that their recipient is not zakat-eligible, their obligation is nonetheless fulfilled.
However, one must make sure that they give zakat after having knowledge of some
markers of need: zakat will not be fulfilled if it is given haphazardly (unless the recipient
is, in actuality, zakat-eligible).!

And Allah knows best.

The ruling given hevein is based on the interprelation of Islamic Law and is nol intended 11[)1' an interprelation of any other laws (local, national or international).
The ruling given herein is specifically based on the question posed and the information provided.
This ruling may not be used for any other purpose without prior writlen consent of Darul Qasim.
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Mufti Hisham Dawood
Darul Ifta, Darul Qasim

i al-Bagarah (2):273.
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Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Bukhart, “Kitab al-Zakah, Bab 1dha Tasaddaq “ala Ibni-h wa huwa 1a Yash‘ur,” in Sahih al-
Bukhart, ed. by a group of ‘ulama’(Reprint: Bulaq Egypt: al-Matba‘at al-Kubra al-Amiriyyah), 2:111.
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Al-SarakhsT, al-Mabsut (Egypt: Matba‘at al-Sa‘adah), 10:186-187.
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Ibn ‘Abidin, Radd al-Muhtar, 2" ed. (Egypt: Sharikat Maktabat wa Matba‘at Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi and Sons,
1386/1966), 2:352.
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The ruling given herein is based on the interpretation of Islamic Law and is nol intended IZbr' an interpretation of any other laws (local, national or international).
The ruling given herein is specifically based on the question posed and the information provided.
This ruling may not be used for any other purpose without prior written consent of Darul Qasim.
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